Council on Postsecondary Education
Committee on Equal Opportunities
June 26, 2002

Kentucky State University
Updated Status Report: Teacher Education Program

The committee asked the staff of Kentucky State University to attend the April 15 meeting to
discuss the status of the university’s teacher education program. After the presentation, KSU
officials agreed to attend the June 10 CEO meeting to discuss the performance of students on
PRAXIS tests taken during fall 2001 and spring 2002. Also, KSU officials agreed to discuss the
performance of students that may have retaken the PRAXIS exam after failing it in the most
recent reporting period. The updated information is included as an attachment.

The committee asked chair Barger to write a letter to KSU president George W. Reid with copies
to the KSU Board of Regents Chair, William Wilson; council chair, Charles Whitehead; and
Governor Paul Patton expressing grave concern about the status of the teacher education

program at KSU. Responses to the letter are included.

Also, the committee asked council staff to work with the staff of the Education Professional
Standards Board to provide assistance to KSU to identify best practices that might be
implemented to assist students to prepare for the PRAXIS exam. Shortly after the April 15
meeting, EPSB staff met with KSU officials and faculty to discuss a number of measures that
could be implemented that would immediately have an impact on student preparation. The
EPSB and council staffs have identified an expert and are planning a statewide conference to
discuss best practices and methods for integrating the PRAXIS content issues into the teacher
education curriculum. Representatives of teacher education programs at the public institutions
and the private institutions will be invited. The conference is planned for June 28 and will be
hosted at the Georgetown College Conference Center.

Staff preparation by Rana Johnson and Sherron Jackson




Kentucky State University

Hume Hall, Suite 202
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Kenove K. Eke
Vice President for Academic Affairs

May 13, 2002

Mr. Steve Barger

Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320

Frankfort, KY 40601-8204

Dear Mr. Barger:

President George W. Reid has requested that | respond to your letter of
April 25, 2002. First, | wish to reiterate a point that | made during owur
appearance before the Committee on Equal Opportunity (CEQ), and
that is that the University takes full responsibility for the performance of all
of its test takers in the Praxis Il examination.

Secondly, you will be pleased to know that Dr. George Calhoun, Dean of
the College of Professional Studies; Dr. Paul Woods, Chair of the Division of
Education and Human Services, and | will be representing the University at
the meeting. The delegation will be prepared to answer any additional
questions that you may have at this meeting.

Meanwhile, | have attached a copy of the revised plan that is guiding
our efforts at turning student performance on the exam around. As further
evidence of our continuing effort to fully address this problem, | will
highlight one recent significant change in the plan deserving of special
attention i.e. the advancement of the implementation date for a policy
requiring teacher candidates to pass the Praxis Il examination before the
start of their student teaching to fall 2002. This policy, approved by the
Teacher Education Committee in April 2001, was meant to be effective

fall 2003, so as to allow students ample time to prepare for the new
requirement. However, our recent experiences, coupled with efforts at

Office: (502) 597-6442  Fax: (502) 597-6409  Email: keke@gwmail kysu.edu
Kentucky State University is an Equal Educational and Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution.
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Mr. Steve Barger
KSU Praxis Il Exam Success Plan
Page Two

helping affected students prepare to meet the new requirement,
convince us of the need to start policy implementation earlier than

originally planned.

Additionally, | wish to inform you that the Division of Education and Human
Services is currently identifying, with assistance from the Educational
Testing Service (ETS), all graduates of Kentucky State University's teacher
education program who have been unsuccessful at passing the Praxis I
examination. Following the identification exercise, we plan to invite these
individuals to campus for a one-week intensive Praxis Preparation
Workshop during summer 2002. Those who take advantage of this
opportunity could take the Praxis || exam at the University's expense, if
they so desire. Also, the University will be responsible for the training and
housing costs, for those who need accommodation. We plan to extend
this invitation to the students who are due to start their student teaching
during fall 2002, and other students who have been accepted to the

Teacher Education Program.

Should you have any question(s), feel free to contact me. We look
forward to joining you on June 10, 2002.

Sincerely,

M e cn— —

Kenoye K. Eke, P
Attachment

C: President G. W. Reid
Members, Committee on Equal Opportunity
Mr. Charles Whitehead
Dr. Gordon Davies
Dr. Susan Leib
KSU Board of Regents Executive Committee
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President

Charles Whitehead
Chair
Villa Hills

Norma B. Adams
Vice Chair
Somerset

Walter A. Baker
Glasgow

Steve Barger
Louisville

Peggy Bertelsman
Ft. Thomas

Barton D. Darrell
Bowling Green

Richard D. Freed
(faculty member)
Lexington

Ronald Greenberg
Louisville

Susan Guess
Benton

John R. Hall
Lexington

Charlie Owen
Louisville

Christopher J. Pace
(student member)
Winchester

Joan N, Taylor
Lexington

Lois Combs Weinberg
Hindman

Gene Wilhoit
{ex officio)

1024 CAPITAL CENTER DRIVE

SUITE 320

FRANKFORT KY 40601-8204

May 24, 2002

Mr. William Wilson
Chair, Board of Regents
Kentucky State University
400 East Main Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Chair Wilson:

Thank you for your letter of assurance regarding Kentucky State University’s teacher
preparation program. Earlier this week, the council expressed deep concern about the
future of this program. KSU can play a central role in increasing the number of African
American educators in classrooms throughout the Commonwealth, so we are pleased to
know that the board of regents has made this issue a top priority.

At the council meeting, President Reid promised us that the administration was taking
the necessary steps to remedy this problem. We anxiously await reports that the
university is implementing programs that work and evidence of increased performance
by KSU students on the teacher certification test.

Sincerely,

Charles Whitehead
Chair

cc: Members, Council on Postsecondary Education
Members, Committee on Equal Opportunities
Sue Hodges Moore
Gordon K. Davies
Wendella Fox
Susan Leib
KSU Board of Regents
George W. Reid

502-573-1555 / FAX 502-573-1535
cpe@mail.state.ky.us / www.cpe.state.ky.us
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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copy to admin staff
faxed to CPE members
5-21-02

Har 21 & 14 B *07

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Board of Regenis May 14, 2002

William Wilson, Chair

Mr. Charles Whitehead

Chair

Kentucky Councii on Postsecondary Education
1024 Capital Center Drive, Suite 320
Frankfort, KY 40601-8204

Dear Chuck:

Thanks for your letter of concern. Please be assured that the Academic Affairs
Committee, the Executive Committee, as well as the Board of Regents have all gone on
record as stating that our recently reported scores on the PRAXIS Exam are deplorable,
disappointing, and, at best, embarrassing.

I cannot begin to tell you how aggravating it is to hear or read of anyone making excuses
for poor performance. To that end, it is the Board’s feelings that we achieve excellence
by identifying the problems, accepting responsibility for all of our students, and focusing
on the appropriate solutions.

In keeping with the above sentiment, the Board has been presented with an improvement
plan. In fact, the plan has met with favor from both CPE and the EPSB. Naturally, this is
encouraging, but it will be the Board who will monitor this plan to ensure proper
mmplementation. The Board is looking to the fall of 2002 as a target date for achievement
equivalent to the other universities.

With that said, the only thing that really matters is results. Thanks again for your interest,
and please stay in touch.

Sincerely,

PR

William Wilson

Tominqege - (SO0 S0 27 P Tt D L
SCIEDNOhC (5ULY oS-G0 Faxs (507 RO LAay
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President
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Chair
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Norma B. Adams
Vice Chair
Somerset

Walter A. Baker
Glasgow

Steve Barger
Louisville

Peggy Bertelsman
Ft. Thomas

Barton D. Darrell
Bowling Green

Richard D. Freed
(faculty member)
Lexington

Ronald Greenberg
Louisville

Susan Guess
Benton

John R. Hall
Lexington

Charlie Owen
Louisville

Christopher J. Pace
(student member)

Winchester

Joan N. Taylor
Lexington

Lois Combs Weinberg

April 25, 2002

Mr. William Wilson

Chair

Kentucky Statc University Board of Regents
400 East Main Street

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Bill:

To say the least, | was really surprised to read the letter President George Reid
sent to the Frankfort Rotary Club. The letter appears to blame the students for not
being prepared. The university does not seem to accept responsibility for
preparing the students that it accepts into the teacher education program to
demonstrate the necessary proficiency to become classroom teachers. The
president’s statements contradict what you said — as reported by the media — at
your Executive Board meeting and what the Committee on Equal Opportunities
was told by university representatives April 15.

The implication that students admitted to the KSU program between 1998-2000
are expendable is not what the citizens of the commonwealth would expect from
the president of Kentucky State University. Nor would the citizens expect the
board to stand still and allow the students to be blamed for not receiving the level
of instruction and programmatic services that would afford them a reasonable
opportunity to obtain the primary credential necessary to be employed as a public

Hindman|  school teacher in Kentucky.
Gene Wilhoit
(exofficio)}  Sincerely,
p L«é,, L%

Charles Whitehead

Chair
CAPITAL CENTER DRIVE A v 45 502-573-1555 / FAX 502-573-1535
[E 320 EDUCATION cpe@mail.state.ky.us / www.cpe.state.Ky.us
NKFORT KY 40601-8204 AYS An Equal Opportunity Employer



